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to birth, but it is in the mind of this or that
thoughtful youth and maiden. I can remem-
ber some sueh " vision " borne in on my own
experience when, in a text-book on brain
and mind, I realized that the procedure
of mental and of cerebral phenomena also
went on by the Dhamma of cause and
effect.

But how had it been with us, if in olden
time some prophet had arisen, who had seen,
in a vision of universal natural law, not a
philosophic theory only, nor a scientific
induction, but a saving Truth, a Religion,
whereby he might purify both his own beliefs
and redeem mankind from error and delu-
sion ? We could not then say the history
of our thought presented no milestone record-
ing the outcrop of such a notion. Possibly
there was some such epoch-marking day,
when Demokritus produced his Diakosmo^
now lost, but on account of which he was hailed
in the Levant as a great prophet and teacher
of mankind.

In the history of Indian thought, on the
other hand, we can point to such a day, and
sueh a milestone; we can discern the signifi-
cance of the law of universal natural causation
breaking in on a great mind, racked by doubts
aad dillieulties, with a flash of intuition, The
law ivvmls itself as an actual, present and
eternal order* And he, the Tatna'gata, the
Maix-who-had-thus-comc, was there to pene-
trate and master it, and to deliver it as a